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Lighting Design for Miami Dances  
by Bruce F. Brown 

Alondra Matamoros 
LOVE LETTER 

Choreography: Alondra Matamoros 
Music: Csardas - Gypsy Dance by David Garrett and 

Vittorio Monti 
Costume Design: Alondra Matamoros 

Performed by Alondra Matamoros 

A solo work thorough an exploration fusing flamenco and 
modern dance movement. 

_____ 

Dance NOW! Miami 
Artistic Directors Hannah Baumgarten & Diego Salterini 

FOREST DREAMS 

Choreography: Tandy Beal 
Music: Verdulac by Art Lande with Jan Garabarek 

Costume Design: Dance NOW! Miami, after original 

Performed by Julia Faris, *Sophie Leung, Sophia 
Pfitzenmaier, Kirsten Velasco 

 *Guest Artist courtesy of Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida 

This piece is made possible as part of DNM’s Masterpiece 
in Motion Series. 

_____ 

Emily Ricca Dance Project 
Artistic Director Emily Ricca 

OBLIVION 

Choreography: Emily Ricca 
Music: Oblivion by Astor Piazzola 

Costume Design: Emily Ricca 

Performed by Emily Ricca & Isaiah Gonzalez 

A Tango for two inspired by the beautiful music by Astor 
Piazzola 

_____ 

Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida 
Artistic Director Vladimir Issaev 

LE CORSAIRE (Male Variation) 

Choreography: Marius Petipa 
Music: Le Corsaire by Adolphe Adam 
Costume Design: Mariinsky Theater 

Performed by Ataru Matsuya 

_____ 

Durante Verzola 
Resident Choreographer of Miami City Ballet School 

HIT ON ALL SIXES (Pas de Deux) 

Choreography: Durante Verzola 
Music: George Gershwin - Andante con moto e poco 

rubato from 3 Preludes 

Performed by *Chloe Freytag & *Alexander Sokolov 
 *Guest Artists courtesy of Dimensions Dance Theatre of 

Miami 

The pas de deux from “Hit On All Sixes” captures the 
moody and lilting melodies from the Andante in Gershwin’s 

3 Preludes. Two dancers express and feel through this 
poetic conversation through dance. 

_____ 

No Box Movement 
Artistic Director J9 

OR STAY ALIVE 

Choreography: J9 
Music: "Or Stay Alive - Main Mix" by Daniel Rateuke,  

Ursula Rucker 

Performed by Janine "J9" Micheletti, Stephanie Lim, 
Daniela Cristiani, Ashley Rodriguez 

This work is a raw, intimate exploration of life’s constant 
negotiations—told through a distinctly feminine lens. There 
are no clear answers...only lived experience, intuition, and 

the ongoing act of choosing how to move forward. 

_____ 

STYX The Company 
Artistic Directors Brianna Campbell & Mika Santo 

PRIMAL GROUNDS 

Choreography: Brianna Campbell & Mika Santo 
Music: Jaago by Lifafa 

Performed by Brianna Campbell, Mika Santo, Jade Mesa, 
Rachel Abelenda, Joaquin Espinosa, Daniela Cepero, 

Abigail Mas, Meagan Christiansen, Alexis Lemieux, Isabel 
Marshall, Brianna Miller, Angelina Torres, Kei Cris, 

Rebecca Cabezas 

This work is a raw, intimate exploration of life’s constant 
negotiations—told through a distinctly feminine lens. There 
are no clear answers...only lived experience, intuition, and 

the ongoing act of choosing how to move forward. 

— 15 MIN INTERMISSION — 

Rui Cruz 
Guest Artist from Miami City Ballet 

AFTERFORM 

Choreography: Victoria Nascimento 
Music: Mystic River by Daniel Paterok 

Costume Design: Miami City Ballet 

Performed by Rui Cruz 

This solo is about departing from a place that once was 
home. 

_____ 

Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami 
Artistic Directors Jennifer Kronenberg & Carlos Guerra 

VALLEY OF SHADOWS (Excerpts) 

Choreography: Selah Jane Oliver 
Music: Ezio Bosso & Frederic Chopin 

Costume Design: Ellen Warren of Louise Apparel 

Performed by Jessica Arechavaleta, Selah J. Oliver, 
Amelia Rouff, Paulina Zambrana,  

Ariel Morilla, Rafael Ruiz-del-Vizo, Alexander Sokolov 

After an Electrifying preview in DDTM's Salon Series, Selah 
Jane Oliver's hauntingly powerful Valley of Shadows made 
its main stage debut in November 2025 at The Dennis C. 

Moss Center, captivating audiences with raw emotion and 
striking physicality it has also been performed at the 

Festival de Ballet in Bogota, Colombia. 

_____ 

Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida 
Artistic Director Vladimir Issaev 

SHOSTAKOVICH SUITES (Pas de Deux) 

Choreography: Vladimir Issaev 
Music: Dmitri Shostakovich 

Costume Design: Jorge Gallardo, Mirella 

Performed by Yayoi Sasaki & Remina Tanaka 

_____ 

Kerine Jean-Pierre/Afro Theory 
LÔR 

Choreography: Kerine Jean-Pierre 
Music (Performed Live): “Kite Zo A” by Lakou Mizik, 

classical flute (bansuri) by Rakesh Chaurasia, “Peze Kafe” 
by Putumayo & Lakou Mizik, “M’pa Gen Zanzibar Ankò” by 
Toto Bissainthe, and sights and sounds of Ghana’s vibrant 

Makola Market 
Drummer: Anuilus Beauvois 

DJ: Vanecia Ashanteè 
Costume Design: Concept by Crystal Rakamisson &  

Kerine Jean-Pierre 
Set Design: Grace Jean-Pierre & Linda Noel 

Performed by Raymond “Simba” Moore, Laila Nelson, Toni 
Anthony, Shalomi Carre, Dakota Love, Daisia Pulz, Radha 

Patel, Gabby Amritt, Abi Amritt 

Lôr reveals the invisible threads between cultures often 
seen as separate. At its center is Bolo, the young bull, 
protector, and warrior. A living rhythm that summons 
ancestors forward and leads them into the present. 

Surrounding him, Fanm Ti Mache, the market women, carry 
the weight, the load of our providers, nurturers, and 

keepers of continuity. Their presence grounds the work in 
care, labor, and generational survival. The Saree Girls 

stretch across the space in meditative unity, their draped 
forms echoing ritual precision and spiritual harmony 

resting in light that circulate through the Western 
Caribbean. PThe drummer narrating past stories, while the 

DJ refracts that lineage into futurism evolving, remixing, 
yet never severing its roots. Lôr ultimately shifts 

perspective: what may appear culturally specific unfolds as 
universally familiar. Through rhythm, textile, and form, it 

invites the audience to recognize themselves proving that 
across islands, histories, and bodies, we are more alike 

than different. 

_____ 

Post Performance Discussion 
Hosted by Orlando Taquechel 

Journalist, Critic, Dance Writer and Researcher, Editor of 
ArtBurst Miami Español 

Culminate the South Florida dance season with a 
celebratory finale of multi-genre and multi-cultural 

family friendly dance! 

Miami Dance Hub

Miami Dance Hub is a non-profit organization fostering a 
collaborative professional dance community that 

empowers and equips artists and businesses to pursue 
their full potential. Since 2018, Miami Dance Hub has 

offered digital resources, social platforms and industry 
events that connect dance professionals to networking 

and business opportunities. 
  

Our purpose is to develop a cohesive dance community 
with common goals and shared resources. We unite, 

educate and excite dancers and audience members by 
promoting the wealth of opportunities available in dance 
skill development, experience and performance. Miami 
Dance Hub serves as a source of information to make 
dance in Miami more inviting, accessible and easy to 

navigate. 
  

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Statement 
Miami Dance Hub supports equity and opportunity across 

all industries for all people, regardless of one’s race, 
ethnicity, gender expression, sexuality, neurotypicality, 

physical abilities, immigration status, religious beliefs, or 
socio-economic status. We are committed to evaluating 

and ensuring equity in Dance, particularly in South Florida, 
through our policies, partnerships, and creative 

productions. 

Cameron Basden 
Artistic Director

Yanis Eric Pikieris 
Digital Content Manager

Melissa Verdecia 
Outreach Coordinator 

MDH Board

Teddy Talbot 
President

Allyn Ginns-Ayers 
Vice President

Kiera O’Rourke 
Secretary

Melissa Verdecia 
Director

Participating Artists

Alondra Matamoros 
@alondramatamorosvr 

Alondra Matamoros is a professional flamenco dancer 
who began her concert dance training in 2018 at the Siudy 
Flamenco School and graduated from Miami Arts Charter 

School in 2020. She is currently in her final year at New 
World School of the Arts, where she has performed works 

by Martha Graham, Paul Taylor, Michelle Manzanales, 
Jeffrey Lloyd Smith, and David Parsons, among others. 

She has performed with companies including Siudy 
Garrido, América Viva, and Nelida Tirado, appearing at 
venues such as the Hollywood Bowl, Adrienne Arsht 

Center, Jacob’s Pillow, and Queens Theatre. In 2024, she 
began working as a choreographer and performer at the 

Faena Theatre with Quixotic, and continues to pursue new 
artistic opportunities. 

Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida 
www.artsballettheatre.org 

@artsballet 

For the past 25 years, Artistic Director Vladimir Issaev’s 
passion and commitment to artistic excellence have 
helped establish Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida as a 

leading cultural organization in South Florida. Since 1997, 
the company has presented outstanding classical, 
neoclassical, and contemporary ballet productions, 
making professional dance accessible to diverse 

audiences across the community. Its internationally 
acclaimed dancers bring exceptional artistry and 

technique to the stage, reflecting the rich diversity of 
South Florida. 

Dance NOW! Miami 
www.dancenowmiami.org 

@dancenowmiami 

Dance NOW! Miami, the leading contemporary dance 
company in Florida was founded in 2000 by Artistic 

Directors Hannah Baumgarten and Diego Salterini. The 
artistic work of the company is based on their two-

decades long investigation and fusion of ballet, modern, 
and jazz dance styles, now recognized around the world 

as contemporary dance. The company serves as a model 
for collaboration and entrepreneurship headed by two 

individuals from different continents who intersected and 
made Miami their home, creating an organization that 

now leads the South Florida dance community. 

Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami 
www.dimensionsdancemia.com 

@dimensionsdancemia 

Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami was founded in 2016 
by former Miami City Ballet principal dancers Carlos 

Guerra and Jennifer Kronenberg. Carlos and Jennifer offer 
audiences a fresh and diverse view of ballet through their 

direction of Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami, 
exploring collaborative avenues that are distinct in their 

reflection of South Florida. Drawing on 50+ years of 
cumulative experience working with many of today’s most 
celebrated international choreographers and directors, the 
two bring a unique & promising perspective. Dimensions 
Dance Theatre of Miami seeks to connect with residents 

of South Florida and familiarize them with the ever 
evolving depth and relevance of the ballet art form; 

enriching their lives through accessible performances of 
the highest quality which emphasize ballet’s vast stylistic 
range and its significance as a part of American arts and 

culture. 

Durante Verzola 
www.verzolaballet.com 

@verzolaballet 

Durante Verzola is a Filipino-American dance maker, and 
full time faculty and resident choreographer for Miami 

City Ballet School. He has choreographed works for 
Miami City Ballet, Pennsylvania Ballet II, Ballet Arizona's 

Studio Company, Collage Dance Collective, Central 
Pennsylvania Youth Ballet (CPYB), Ballet Chicago, 

Columbia Ballet Collaborative, School of Pennsylvania 
Ballet, Ballet22, and more. He is a winner of Joffrey 

Ballet’s Winning Works and has been selected for the New 
York Choreographic Institute, where he choreographed on 
dancers of the New York City Ballet. Verzola has also had 
his work featured at Guggenheim's Works & Process, the 

Institute of Contemporary Art in Miami, as well as the 
Center for Ballet and the Arts at NYU, and has led Miami 

City Ballet School’s Choreographic Intensive since its 
inception. 

Emily Ricca Dance Project 
@emily_ricca 

Emily Ricca is a freelance ballerina dancing professionally 
for companies throughout the U.S and Europe. Miss Ricca 

was a guest artist in Paris, France dancing with the 
legendary Michael Denard of the Paris Opera Ballet 

excerpts from Swan Lake, Giselle, and Raymonda. In 2011, 
she started the RomanceProject, an informative and 

engaging live music and dance performance for all ages. 
Currently Miss Ricca is bringing this unique ballet 

performance to independent, memory care, and assisted 
living facilities.  While continuing as a guest artist, she 

created, choreographed and produced Emily Dance Thru 
Time, a film that was part of the One@SRT project 

designed for solo artists during COVID pandemic. Locally, 
she has worked with the African Heritage Cultural Arts 

Center, Armour Dance Theatre, Daniel Lewis Dance 
Sampler, and Florida Grand Opera as instructor, creator 

and performer. 

Kerine Jean-Pierre 
@lerougepierre 

Kerine Jean-Pierre began her dance training at age 8 in 
Afro-Caribbean folkloric dance with Mr. Louinis of Louinis-

Louinis Haitian Dance Theatre, later continuing her 
studies in music and arts conservatory programs. She 
became a scholarship student and company member 

under the mentorship of Brigid Baker, performing original 
classical and contemporary works. Expanding into the 

commercial entertainment industry, she trained and 
worked under choreographer Kehynde Hill in music 

videos, films, musicals, commercials, and television. 
Today, Kerine teaches Afro Theory, exploring Afro-

diasporic dance rhythms and movement traditions. Her 
recent short film, Calling Me, premiered at ScreenDance 

Miami 2023. 

No Box Movement 
@noboxmovement 

No Box Movement is all about breaking boundaries and 
transcending categories through the power of street 

dance. Their name itself reflects this—No Box symbolizes 
a commitment to stepping outside labels, defying 

expectations, and embracing the freedom of expression 
that dance offers. They’re not confined by tradition or 
labels; instead, they use movement to explore deeper, 

more personal themes, especially spirituality. Rooted in 
Hip-Hop, House, Popping, and Waacking, they use these 

styles not just as forms of dance, but as a language to tell 
stories, evoke emotions, and dive into spiritual journeys. 
For them, the goal isn’t just to dance—it’s to explore how 
movement can connect us to something greater. They 
want their audiences to experience the raw beauty and 

energy of street dance, but also the transformative power 
it can have when it’s used to explore deeper themes of 

growth, healing, and self-discovery. 

Rui Cruz 
@ruii_cruz  

Rui Cruz grew up in a small town in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
He began his dance training at thirteen at Núcleo de 

Dança–Ador’art, and at fourteen moved to Rio de Janeiro 
to continue his studies at Grupo Cultural de Dança-Ilha 
under the direction of Patrícia Marques. Over five years, 
he trained and competed nationally and internationally, 

earning first place at the 2019 Festival de Dança de 
Joinville, the world’s largest dance competition by number 
of participants. He was also a Top 12 finalist at the 2020 
Youth America Grand Prix Finals and competed in both 

the 48th and 49th editions of Prix de Lausanne, where he 
became a finalist and received the Contemporary Dance 

Award by Minerva Kunststiftung. At 19, Rui was named an 
apprentice with Miami City Ballet and joined the company 

as a corps de ballet member in 2021. 

STYX The Company 
www.zenkipro.com/styx 

@styxthecompany 

STYX The Company is a collective of professional movers 
who have dedicated their craft to both concert and 
commercial styles of dance. The foundation of this 

company lies in contemporary and ballet. The goal of 
STYX The Company is to bring together artists who are 
passionate about their craft, eager to train with others, 

and want to invite people into their space with authenticity 
and vulnerability. STYX will build community among South 
Florida through open company classes, open auditions to 
be in films with STYX members, and end of year concerts 
to showcase the growth and exploration of the company. 

With tremendous thanks to the many 
individuals and organizations who 

have made Miami Dances possible!

Thank you to Evelyn Gigiras and the Fantasy Theater 
Factory at the Sandrell Rivers Theater 

 
Supported by the Miami-Dade County Department of 

Cultural Affairs and the Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-
Dade County Mayor and Board of County Commissioners. 

 
It is our policy to comply with all of the requirements of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act. To request materials in 
accessible format, and/or any accommodation to attend 
any Fantasy Theatre Factory event, please contact Evelyn 

Sullivan, 305-284-8800, evelyn@ftfshows.com, at least five 
(5) days in advance to initiate your request, TTY users may 

also call 711 (Florida Relay Service).
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