
May 10-11, 2024 
Sandrell Rivers Theater 

6103 NW 7th Ave, Miami, FL 33127

Friday, May 10 @ 7:00 pm

Lighting Design for Miami Dances  
by Bruce F. Brown 

Junior Domingos 
Lobby Performance at 6:40 pm 

REVERIE 

Choreography & Performance: Junior Domingos 
Music: Junior Domingos 

Inspired by Leandro Erlich: Liminal exhibition and Marcela 
Cantuária: The South American Dream, this solo explores 
illusion in relation to reality through ritual where secular 

meets sacred. 

_____ 

Ballet Flamenco La Rosa 
Artistic Director Ilisa Rosal 

TARANTO 

Choreography: Ilisa Rosal, Manolete and Eloy Aguilar 
Original Music & Performance: Jose Luis de la Paz 

(Guitar), Paco Fonta (Singing) 
Costume Design: Ilisa Rosal, executed by Alberto Arroyo 

Performed by Carolina Celeste, Mayelu Perez & Sandra 
Bara with an appearance by Ilisa Rosal 

Tarantos are derived from the Tarantas, which came from 
the Mineras, the traditional song of the miners of Jaen, 
Spain. Tarantas and Mineras are "Cante Libre", or free  

song, meaning there is no set rhythm, and the singer has 
the freedom to improvise the length of every phrases by 

extending the notes and phrases as he feels in the 
moment. When dance was added, these songs were set to 

a 4/4 rhythm. 

The harsh realities of existence for the miner's and their 
families in what continues to be one of Spain's most 

impoverished regions inspired this powerful music. The  
plaintive cries of the Taranto segway into Tangos, a dance 
of celebration and empowerment. In this "palo" (Flamenco 

rhythm), deep sadness is expressed, and thus  
overcome, by throwing oneself into the music and the 

dance. This choreography incorporates traditional steps 
and patterns, while developing the personal style of the 

choreographers. As in all authentic Flamenco music and 
dance, there is interaction between the dancers and 

musicians, as well as an element of improvisation, where 
each dancer and musician has the freedom to express his 
or her own interpretation of the music or the movement. 

_____ 

Emily Ricca Dance 
Artistic Director Emily Ricca 

TOGETHER JOYFULLY 

Choreography: Emily Ricca 
Music: Franz Joseph Haydn, ‘String Quartet No. 61 in  

D Minor’ 

Performed by Emily Ricca & Isaiah Gonzales 

_____ 

Pioneer Winter Collective 
Artistic Director Pioneer Winter 

BIRDS OF PARADISE, DUET EXCERPT 

Choreography: Pioneer Winter 
Music: Diego Melgar and Dani F. Amaro 

Performed by Jessica Gilmore & Clarence Brooks 

Birds of Paradise is iterative by nature, and this particular 
duet excerpt has seen three versions, each one a different 
pairing of three dancers. Their partnering requires a lot of 
strength, but mostly it’s about finding balance. Getting to 

know someone is one thing, but knowing their subtle 
weight shifts is another layer of intimacy. All the tensions 

of Birds of Paradise - from isolation to transformation - 
were collapsed, folded into this duet like a nesting doll - 

this one happens to be a bird. 

_____ 

Dance NOW! Miami 
Artistic Directors Hannah Baumgarten & Diego Salterini 

GLI ALTRI/THE OTHERS 

Choreography: Hannah Baumgarten & Diego Salterini 
 Repetiteur: Allyn Ginns Ayers 

Music: Davidson Jaconello 
Costume Design: Haydee & Maria Morales 
Original Lighting Design: Bruce F. Brown 

Performed by Alexander Campbell  
with Anneliese Browne, Amanda Davis, Jean Da Silva, 
Austin Duclos, Julia Faris, Natalia Flores Uribe, David 

Jewett, Rae Wilcoxson 

Gli Altri opens a window into the lives of people traveling 
through a train station; taking us on a journey into each of 

their histories or futures. 

We may discover something secret, painful or even 
humorous as we get to know these characters in 

unexpected ways. 

— 15 MIN INTERMISSION — 

Carne Viva Dance Theatre 
Founder Chachi Perez 

DAME LA RECETA! 

Choreography: Chachi Perez in collaboration with Carne 
Viva Dance Theatre 

Composition & Percussion: David Velazco 
Costume Design: Sam Perez 

Performed by Sam Perez, Chachi Perez, Jennifer Rivera,  
& David Velazco 

Drawn back to the settings of where we feel most at home 
while celebrating our identities and spiritual practices 

within communal spaces like our kitchens and backyards. 
In this work we deep dive into our own stories giving light 
to nuances that only occur in our sacred spaces and are a 
reflection of our current and ancestral being.In this work, 

we have offered the fruits of our labor to join us in 
welcoming our shared experiences through recipes; not 
limited to simply our food, but the recipe to move your 

body, building community, exploring ourselves, and take 
space in the world around us. Where multiple beings, 
backgrounds, bodies, and identities can finally collide. 

Honoring our collective experiences and cultures as we 
gather to liberate our bodies. This is celebration. 

_____ 

Aeon De La Cruz/Nicole Pedraza 
UNTITLED OR MONUMENT: A VISUAL 

METAPHOR OF SPONTANEOUS 
DISINTEGRATION IN PLASTER OF PARIS 

(PREMIERE) 

Choreography: Aeon De La Cruz & Nicole Pedraza 
Music: Original Composition “Monument Intro” by Blind 
Carbon Copy, “Veru 2” by Ryuichi Sakamoto & Alva Noto 

Performed by Aeon De La Cruz and Nicole Pedraza 

_____ 

Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami 
Co-Founding Artistic Directors Jennifer Kronenberg  

& Carlos Guerra 

VOYAGER 

Choreography: Yanis Eric Pikieris 
Music: Oliver Davis ‘Voyager’ 

Costume Design: Yanis Eric Pikieris 

Performed by Pedro Aldana, Maikel Hernandez, Mayrel 
Martinez, Miranda Montes de Oca, Selah Oliver, Eric Paz, 

Paulina Zambrana 

Saturday, May 11 @ 7:00 pm

Lighting Design for Miami Dances  
by Bruce F. Brown 

Reshma Anwar 
Lobby Performance at 6:40 pm 

TIME IS A CONSTRUCT 

Choreography: Reshma Anwar 
 Music: Script by Reshma Anwar, sound by KEBA 

Performed by Reshma Anwar 

Time. Stillness. Circles. That is how we live day in and day 
out in this world, together with the limiting beliefs that we 
get conditioned with. Inspired by confined spaces and the 
feeling of being confined by time, Reshma analyzes how 

the world is seen through the Western lens. 

_____ 

Clarita Filgueiras 
EN LA LUZ (IN THE LIGHT) 

Choreography: Clarita Filgueiras 
Original Music: Rodrigo Valdez (Guitar), Manuel Molina 

(Singer), & Elich Garcia (Percussion) 
Costumes: E-Molina, Sevilla, Spain 

Performed by Clarita Filgueiras 

_____ 

Syncopate Collective 
RINNE TENSEI 

Choreography: Enrique Villacreses 
Music: "Ascensione" by Yugo Kanno, "Breaking Every 

Barrier" by Christian Andersen, & "Absinthe-Minded" by 
Damon Greene 

Costume Design: NWSA Costume Shop 
Original Lighting Design: Rochelle Riley & Josh Gumbinner 

Performed by Rafael Ruiz-Del-Vizo & Stephanie Perez 

Rinne Tensei (the circle of transmigration) is a 
metaphorical examination of the idea of rebirth and self-

discovery, as influenced by Greek mythologies and 
Japanese folklore. Exploring ideas of origin and rebirth in 

Eastern and Western culture. Rinne Tensei, follows the 
meeting of two titans-turned humans upon reaching the 

physical plane. 

_____ 

Durante Verzola 
THE TYPEWRITER, EXCERPT FROM SPIRITED 

SYNCOPATIONS 

Choreography: Durante Verzola 
Music: Leroy Anderson 

Performed by Chloe Freytag (Courtesy of Dimensions 
Dance Theatre of Miami) 

Originally performed by Miami City Ballet School (2018) 

_____ 

Karen Peterson & Dancers 
Artistic Director Karen Peterson Corash 

IN YOUR SHOES 

Choreography: Karen Peterson Corash  
in collaboration with the dancers 

Music: “My Way” by Frank Sinatra & “We Are Family”  
by Sister Sledge 

Performed by Marjorie Burnett, Sun Young Park, Nareika 
Masla, Adam Eckstat 

Premiered at The 5th Annual Forward Motion Dance 
Festival, March 2024 

_____ 

Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida 
Artistic Director Vladimir Issaev 

LE SPECTRE DE LA ROSE 

Choreography: Michel Fokine 
Staged for Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida by George Zoritch 

(formerly with The Ballet Russes) 
Music: Hector Berlioz’s 1841 Orchestration of Carl Maria 

von Weber’s “Invitation to the Dance" 
Recording under license of the Mariinsky Theater 

Costume Design: Léon Bakst 

Performed by Remina Tanaka as the Spirit of the Rose  
& Kirsty Walker as the Lady 

— 15 MIN INTERMISSION — 

Randolph Ward/RTW Dance 
Artistic Director Randolph Ward 

THE BIG DIG (WORLD PREMIERE) 

Choreography: Randolph Ward 
Original Music: Randolph Ward 

Performed by Natanael Leal 

The Big Dig is a theatrical dance adaptation of  the  poem, 
“Broken” written by Randolph Ward. This work dissects an 
intimate relationship with the crippling emotion called fear. 

Viewers  will proceed  to witness a confrontation of an  
impenetrable wall of terror and one man’s revelation and 

triumph over his personally created oblivion. 

_____ 

Ballet Vero Beach 
Artistic Director Adam Schnell 

FINCH CONCERTO 

Choreography: Adam Schnell 
Music: Catrin Finch (Celtic Concerto) by arrangement  

with Catrin Finch 
Costume Design: Travis Halsey 

Performed by  
The Flier: Camilo A. Rodriguez 

The Walkers: Lindsey Kader, Abriella Mauldin, Marlyse 
Noble, Jade Princessa, Franco Cubero Acosta, Darien 

Santos 

Prior to choreographing Finch Concerto, Adam Schnell 
wrote the following notes on the themes he felt he could 
portray within Catrin Finch’s masterful score: “innovation, 

individualism, and leadership...expressed through the 
metaphor of flight/inclusion and exclusion”. The ballet 

relies heavily on the emotional conduit individual dancers 
bring to it, and was choreographed with the option for “The 
Flier” to choose one of two completely different endings at 

the close of each performance. 

Culminate the South Florida dance season with a 
celebratory finale of multi-genre and multi-cultural 

family friendly dance! 

Masterclasses

Christina Johnson 
BALLET 

Sunday, May 5 (10:00 am - 12:00 pm) 

Christina Johnson’s career began at age seventeen with 
Boston Ballet. Two years later she joined Dance Theatre 

of Harlem where she reached the rank of principal dancer 
within four years and had a 13-year tenure there. Christina 

is a founding member of Complexions Contemporary 
Ballet and has been a featured guest artist with various 

companies worldwide, including the Royal Ballet of 
London, where she and her dance partner, Ronald Perry, 
were the first African-American couple in its history to 

perform leading roles with the company. She danced in 
Switzerland for seven years, first with Le Ballet du Grand 

Theatre de Geneve and then Ballett Basel. 

Christina held the position of Rehearsal Director for Cedar 
Lake Contemporary Ballet, Washington Ballet, Armitage 
Gone! Dance, Trey McIntyre Project and Complexions 

Contemporary Ballet. She was on faculty at Marin Ballet in 
San Rafael, CA, and was Adjunct Faculty at Dominican 

University in the LINES/Dominican BFA in Dance 
Program.  

Christina is sought after as a teacher and coach and 
currently works with dance schools, universities and 

professional dance companies across the country. She is 
also a master teacher and judge for dance competitions, 
such as Universal Ballet Competition, American Dance 
Competition/International Ballet Competition and Revel 

Dance Convention.  

Christina is featured in two recently released books, the 
first by Misty Copeland, Black Ballerinas: My Journey to 

Our Legacy and also in Dance Theatre of Harlem: A 
History, A Movement, A Celebration. Christina plays a 
leading role in Misty Copeland’s film “Flower” which 

premiered at the 2023 Tribeca Film Festival.  

Christina holds a Master of Fine Arts in Dance from 
Hollins University in collaboration with the American 
Dance Festival, The Forsythe Company and Frankfurt 
University of Music and Performing Arts in Germany. 

_____ 

John Harnage 
MODERN 

Sunday, May 5 (1:00 - 3:00 pm) 

John, a native of Miami, Florida, studied dance at the 
Miami City Ballet School and New World School of the 

Arts. He was a Modern Dance Finalist in the 2010 
National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts 

YoungArts competition. In 2014 he graduated from The 
Juilliard School, where he performed works by Pina 

Bausch, Alexander Ekman, Jose Limón, and Lar Lubovitch, 
among others. He then began working with Jessica Lang 
Dance, and joined the company in 2015, performing and 

teaching around the world. He also performed as a 
principal dancer in Washington National Opera’s 2017 

production of Aida at the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts. Mr. Harnage joined the Paul Taylor 

Dance Company in Fall 2018. 

_____ 

Aly Tejas 
ACCOMPANIST 

Sunday, May 5 (10:00 am - 12:00 pm) 

Aly Tejas is an internationally renowned piano 
accompanist with more than 30 years of experience in the 

world of ballet. Born in Cuba, Aly trained from a very 
young age to be a part of this wonderful world where 

music and movement converge, a world which became 
her life’s greatest passion.  

At a young age, Aly traveled to different cities in Cuba, 
participating in ballet-related events. She accompanied 

the renowned Ballet of Camaguey and the internationally 
acclaimed Ballet of Alicia Alonso. At age 20, Aly left Cuba 

and traveled to the United States where she began her 
career as ballet accompanist.  

Since then, Aly has accompanied thousands of ballet 
professors across the globe and traveled to multiple 

countries to participate in international ballet 
competitions, auditions, and master classes. She was an 
accompanist for the Boston Ballet, the Miami City Ballet, 
and is currently the accompanist for the Vladimir Issaev 

Ballet School and the Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida. All the 
pieces Aly plays are original works. Her style is marked by 
her unique improvisational skills, creating beautiful music 

that allows her to connect with the dancer while at the 
same time expressing herself freely.  

Aly has recorded ten albums of original music for ballet 
class which sell and stream across the world in every 
platform. Her music has been featured in independent 
short films as well as in a full-length feature film (Big 

Momma’s House 3). Aly also teaches a university course 
on ballet accompaniment through the Sociedad Liszt 

Kodaly of Spain. But her first love is and will always be 
making music that connects with and inspires the dancer. 

Miami Dance Hub

Miami Dance Hub is a non-profit organization fostering a 
collaborative professional dance community that 

empowers and equips artists and businesses to pursue 
their full potential. Since 2018, Miami Dance Hub has 

offered digital resources, social platforms and industry 
events that connect dance professionals to networking 

and business opportunities. 
  

Our purpose is to develop a cohesive dance community 
with common goals and shared resources. We unite, 

educate and excite dancers and audience members by 
promoting the wealth of opportunities available in dance 
skill development, experience and performance. Miami 
Dance Hub serves as a source of information to make 
dance in Miami more inviting, accessible and easy to 

navigate. 
  

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Statement 
Miami Dance Hub supports equity and opportunity across 

all industries for all people, regardless of one’s race, 
ethnicity, gender expression, sexuality, neurotypicality, 

physical abilities, immigration status, religious beliefs, or 
socio-economic status. We are committed to evaluating 

and ensuring equity in Dance, particularly in South Florida, 
through our policies, partnerships, and creative 

productions. 

Cameron Basden 
Artistic Director

Yanis Eric Pikieris 
Digital Content Manager

Melissa Verdecia 
Outreach Coordinator 

MDH Board

Teddy Talbot 
President

Allyn Ginns-Ayers 
Vice President

Kiera O’Rourke 
Secretary

Melissa Verdecia 
Director

Participating Organizations

Aeon De La Cruz & Nicole Pedraza 

Miami native Aeon De La Cruz is an interdisciplinary artist 
and dancer. De La Cruz studied visual arts from early 
childhood and continued at institutions like DASH and 
Cooper Union, eventually discovering architecture and 
connecting media like sculpture, video/film, and music 
composition to his dance practice. He is a YoungArts 

alumnus in visual arts and has trained with Alma Dance 
Theater, Thomas Armour Youth Ballet, and at several 

intensives such as the Countertechnique Intensive and 
ADF, where he briefly studied Cunningham technique, 

improvisation and composition, and performed in Bill T. 
Jones repertory under the direction of Shaela Vie Jenkins. 

De La Cruz has shown original work commissioned by 
Miami Light Project for their Here & Now Festival, and 

currently works with Pioneer Winter Collective. His 
interdisciplinary approach has inspired collaborations 

with Alma Dance Theater, Jonah Boaker, Adele Myers & 
Dancers, Lijun Zhou, Kayla Castellon, and Allegra Preuss 

among other local artists. 

Nicole Pedraza is a professional dancer, choreographer, 
educator, filmmaker and arts administrator of Nicaraguan 

and Mexican descent. Born and raised in Miami, FL, 
Nicole is a New World School of the Arts graduate where 

she performed works by Ohad Naharin, Robert Battle, Paul 
Taylor, Jennifer Archibald, and Ronald K. Brown. Nicole 
has danced professionally with Mike Tyus & Company,  

Zest Collective, Syncopate Collective, and more. Nicole is 
currently working on collaborative transdisciplinary art 

experiences integrating dance, film, visual art and 
technology. She is a Locust Projects 2023 Wavemaker 
and was recently a Deering Estate Artist-in-Residence. 

Earlier this year, she premiered a new work at The 
Kampong, National Tropical Botanical Garden as part of 
the (Hu)mangrove Exhibition Opening and at the Deering 

Estate. 

Nicole and Aeon met at Adele Myer's and Dancer's 
commissioned Miami Dance Makers program, and 

instantly connected through their commonly sensitive, yet 
visceral approach to dissecting dance and cultural 

adversities. They developed a personal training practice 
independently of the companies they work with, which 

included experimenting with ballet, motion-sensing 
technology, and at Aeon's original dance workshop, Query. 
In 2023 they collaborated on the environmentally focused 

short dance film, Caracoles en Cemento, which was 
screened at Subculture Film Festival, Festival Videodanza 

de Puerto Rico, and Screen Dance Miami in 2024. 

Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida 
www.artsballettheatre.org 

For the past 25 years, Artistic Director Vladimir Issaev’s 
passion and commitment to presenting the highest 

quality ballet productions, alongside our artists' devotion 
of time and creativity, has contributed to the success of 

Arts Ballet Theatre of Florida developing it as a solid 
organization. As a result, the South Florida area has a 
stunning ballet company for all its residents to enjoy.  

Since its inception in 1997, Arts Ballet has continuously 
produced full seasons of excellent works of classical 
ballet, New-Classical ballet and Contemporary dance 

works, making professional ballet performances 
accessible to broad audiences including students, the 

elderly and the diverse residents and visitors to our area.  
The company dancers are awarded international artists 
who have received the greatest accolades for the high 
quality of the artistry and technique they bring to the 
stage.  They have made our company one that truly 

represents the diversity of South Florida. 

Ballet Flamenco La Rosa 
www.balletflamencolarosa.com 

Ballet Flamenco La Rosa (BFLR) is an International 
professional company dedicated to Flamenco as an ever-
evolving art form. The innovative and creative artists of 
BFLR, under the Artistic Direction of founder Ilisa Rosal, 

present Flamenco dance in a theatrical setting - 
expanding the art form beyond traditional limits to reach 

and enlighten students and audiences with its beauty and 
magic. The dancers and musicians of BFLR are creators. 

The combination of sophisticated theatre, traditional 
Flamenco and original choreography allows the company 

to present a consummate theatre experience.  Their 
continuing quest to create new artistic forms is furthered 

by intricate collaborative works.  This ground breaking 
approach traces the connection between Flamenco and 
other styles of dance and music, exploring the common 

elements and developing new dance forms.  These 
collaborations, from Jazz, Tap, Blues and American 
Country Music, to Middle Eastern, Afro-Cuban, Afro-

Haitian, African, Sefardic, Indian Dance and Celtic Music 
and Dance, offer the community the opportunity to see 

different cultures' art forms taken to new heights. 

Ballet Vero Beach 
www.balletverobeach.org 

Ballet Vero Beach was founded January 1, 2013. They are 
the only professional ballet company in our region, and 

represent the first professional ballet company located in 
Vero Beach. Throughout their short history, they have 

gained a reputation for innovative and dynamic 
programming. They regularly collaborate with the area’s 

major cultural institutions: the Vero Beach Museum of Art 
and Riverside Theatre, and have been recognized for the 

quality of our productions by The George Balanchine 
Trust, master choreographer Peter Anastos, and The 

Estate of Samuel Kurkjian. Ballet Vero Beach’s work will 
be guided by our commitments to artistic quality, 
community engagement, and cultural relevance. 

Carne Viva Dance Theatre 
www.carnevivadancetheatre.com 

Chachi Perez is the founder of Carne Viva Dance Theatre, 
a vibrant and flavorful Lenape Land (Philadelphia) based 

collective of artivists de aqui y de alla committed to 
culture as liberation, and their bodies as an act of 

rebellion. We create intimate, erotic, and playful works 
that honor our collective stories, and celebrate our 

identities. We collide our Afro-Cuban influences, street 
dance, and Modern improvisational practices to cultivate 

a compelling kaleidoscope of rhythm, movement, and 
storytelling to pull you into the next dimension through 
dance, theatre, text, and original sounds to awaken our 

audiences. 

Clarita Filgueiras 
www.claritafilgueiras.com 

Clarita Filgueiras has a deep-rooted connection to 
Flamenco, inherited from her father and grandmother, and 
nurtured by her own passion. She has established herself 
as one of the top Flamenco dancers in the United States 

working with artists such as the Gypsy Kings, Carlota 
Santana Flamenco - Vivo Dance Company and performing 
in Miami for over three decades. Clarita has studied bata 

de cola, “long train dress,” with the Master of bata de cola, 
Milagros Mengibar, in Sevilla, Spain, and has become a 
highly regarded exponent of this unique art form. She 

established her company, Flamenco Puro, staying attuned 
to Flamenco’s contemporary evolution and stands as a 

beacon of Flamenco excellence, bridging cultures, 
preserving tradition, and propelling the art form forward 

with her talent, dedication, and vision. 

Dance NOW! Miami 
www.dancenowmiami.org 

Dance NOW! Miami, the leading contemporary dance 
company in Florida was founded in 2000 by Artistic 

Directors Hannah Baumgarten and Diego Salterini. The 
artistic work of the company is based in their two-

decades long investigation and fusion of ballet, modern, 
and jazz dance styles, now recognized around the world 

as contemporary dance. The company serves as a model 
for collaboration and entrepreneurship headed by two 

individuals from different continents who intersected and 
made Miami their home, creating an organization that 

now leads the South Florida dance community. 

Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami 
www.dimensionsdancemia.com 

Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami was founded in 2016 
by former Miami City Ballet principal dancers Carlos 

Guerra and Jennifer Kronenberg. Carlos and Jennifer offer 
audiences a fresh and diverse view of ballet through their 

direction of Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami, 
exploring collaborative avenues that are distinct in their 

reflection of South Florida.  Drawing on 50+ years of 
cumulative experience working with many of today's most 
celebrated international choreographers and directors, the 
two bring a unique & promising perspective. Dimensions 
Dance Theatre of Miami seeks to connect with residents 

of South Florida and familiarize them with the ever 
evolving depth and relevance of the ballet art form; 

enriching their lives through accessible performances of 
the highest quality which emphasize ballet’s vast stylistic 
range and its significance as a part of American arts and 

culture. The organization fosters and creates professional 
opportunities for both local and performing artists from 

abroad. Local ballet students of an advanced pre-
professional level are offered educational and 

performance opportunities through an apprenticeship 
program which allows them to collaborate and learn 

directly from experienced professionals. The resulting 
creations are presented for the enjoyment and cultural 
advancement of the greater South Florida community. 

Dimensions Dance Theatre of Miami interacts with 
Miami’s youth by creating a variety of outreach programs 
including community youth classes in conjunction with 
particular performances, children & family educational 

presentations and demonstrations, and after-school 
workshop classes for public school students. 

Durante Verzola 
www.verzolaballet.com 

Durante Verzola is a Filipino-American dance maker, and 
full time faculty and resident choreographer for Miami 

City Ballet School. He has choreographed works for 
Miami City Ballet, Pennsylvania Ballet II, Ballet Arizona's 

Studio Company, Collage Dance Collective, Central 
Pennsylvania Youth Ballet (CPYB), Ballet Chicago, 

Columbia Ballet Collaborative, School of Pennsylvania 
Ballet, Ballet22, and more. He is a winner of Joffrey 

Ballet’s Winning Works and has been selected for the New 
York Choreographic Institute, where he choreographed on 
dancers of the New York City Ballet. Verzola has also had 
his work featured at Guggenheim's Works & Process, the 

Institute of Contemporary Art in Miami, as well as the 
Center for Ballet and the Arts at NYU, and has led Miami 

City Ballet School’s Choreographic Intensive since its 
inception. 

Emily Ricca Dance 

Emily Ricca is a freelance ballerina dancing professionally 
for companies throughout the U.S and Europe. Miss Ricca 

was a guest artist in Paris, France dancing with the 
legendary Michael Denard of the Paris Opera Ballet 

excerpts from Swan Lake, Giselle, and Raymonda. In 2011, 
she started the RomanceProject, an informative and 

engaging live music and dance performance for all ages. 
Currently Miss Ricca is bringing this unique ballet 

performance to independent, memory care, and assisted 
living facilities.  While continuing as a guest artist, she 

created, choreographed and produced Emily Dance Thru 
Time, a film that was part of the One@SRT project 

designed for solo artists during COVID pandemic. Locally, 
she has worked with the African Heritage Cultural Arts 

Center, Armour Dance Theatre, Daniel Lewis Dance 
Sampler, and Florida Grand Opera as instructor, creator 

and performer. 

Junior Domingos 

Junior Domingos is a Brazilian Artist, choreographer, 
instructor and dancer. He is trained in a variety of physical 
movements including Circus techniques , Ballet, Modern 

Dance ,Jazz, Contemporary,Ballroom and Capoeira. Junior 
has danced for Cia, Claudia de Souza and Grupo Raça 
while traveling throughout Brazil. While he lived in São 

Paulo, he participated in the choreography of Béjart Ballet 
Lausanne's "Boléro."  He also worked with Ismael Ivo in 
Vienna, Austria for the show "No Sacre" at ImpulsTanz 

and São Paulo. Junior currently resides in Miami, was part 
of MDM (Miami Dance Makers) 2023 by Adele Mayers, he 

was selected for “Here and Now” 2024 by Miami Light 
Project and he is currently part of the “Pioneer Winter 
Collective” by Pioneer Winter as a creator and dancer. 

Karen Peterson and Dancers 
www.karenpetersondancers.org 

KPD is Florida’s only full-time dance organization that 
features choreography performed by dancers with and 
without disabilities and has been a role model for the 

artistic and disability communities in Miami Dade County 
for twenty-nine years. Under the dedicated direction of 
Artistic Director Karen Peterson, the company provides 

educational programming for students with special needs 
and provides inclusive rehearsal, performance and touring 

opportunities for adult professional dancers and 
choreographers with diverse abilities.  The organization 

provides a positive “can-do” role model for both the 
disability and dance communities 

through education and outreach and maintains a high 
quality of an artistic product. 

Artistic Director and Founder of KPD, Karen Peterson has 
won multiple dance fellowship awards, two from the State 

and two from Miami Dade Cultural Affairs, for her 
choreographic vision. She shares her tradition and 

knowledge of contemporary, conservatory dance training 
with individuals, who despite their difference have a 

professional and artistic desire to create and perform. It is 
the collaborative and creative spirit within the two 

populations that makes this art form possible. 

Pioneer Winter Collective 
www.pioneerwinter.com 

Pioneer Winter (he/they, b. 1987) is a Miami-based 
choreographer and artistic director of Pioneer Winter 

Collective, an intergenerational and physically integrated 
dance-theater company, rooted in social practice and 

community, queer visibility and beauty beyond the 
mainstream. Recognized in Dance Magazine's 25 to 

Watch, Pioneer Winter's work democratizes performance 
in public spaces, museums and galleries, stage, and film. 

A major objective continues to be expanding the definition 
of all that dance is and can be so that all bodies survive, 

thrive, and are witnessed in spite of constant erasure 
based upon race, body type, age, and ability - this goes for 
both the artists as well as the audience. Pioneer has been 
commissioned by Miami Theater Center, Karen Peterson 
and Dancers, Tigertail Productions, Jacksonville Dance 

Theatre, FundArte, and the Adrienne Arsht Center for the 
Performing Arts, where Pioneer was the Center's first 
Artist-in-Resident collaboration in a decade (2019-21). 

Randolph Ward/RTW Dance 
www.rtwdance.com 

Born and raised in Miami, FL, Randolph’s love of dance 
and teaching began here. The Thomas Armour Youth 

Ballet, New World School of the Arts, Miami City Ballet 
School, and the San Francisco Ballet School laid the 

foundation for a 15-year career that has taken him across 
the United States, through Europe and Asia. From 

2011-2017, Mr. Ward was a soloist with the 
Saarländisches Staatstheater I Saarbrücken, Germany. He 
also created a new work for Dimensions Dance Theater of 
Miami’s 2019 Lab Theater Series entitled “What makes a 

man?”. Randolph Ward is the creator, producer, and 
choreographer of A Vogue Extravaganza. Mr. Ward is a 

2019-2020 Miami-Dade Cultural Affairs 
Choreographs’ (DMC) Award recipient. 

Reshma Anwar 
www.reshmadanse.com 

Born and raised in Leipzig, Germany, Reshma was 
commissioned to choreograph a solo, "Diversity," for the 

50th anniversary of Leipziger Tanztheater. She graduated 
from The University of the Arts in Philadelphia and also 
attended The Ailey School in New York City. During the 

Summer, she volunteered to teach dance in Jamaica and 
Haiti, as well at the Lotushouse Miami. While living in New 

York City, she worked with Nathan Trice on The 
Recognizing Women Project and with Jacqueline Buglisi 
on the Table of Silence. In Miami, she has worked with 

Peter London Global Dance, Augusto Soledade 
Brazzdance, Pioneer Winter Collective, Alma Dance 

Theater and NWD Projects. She holds a Master of Public 
Administration from the London School of Economics and 

Political Science and has started off her Public Policy 
career at the European Commission and United Nations 

amongst other organizations. Most recently, she 
premiered her dance film “Rebirth” at Screendance 2024. 

Her piece “Time is a Construct” was created as part of the 
Miami Dance Maker program in 2023. 

Syncopate Collective 
www.syncopatecollective.com 

Syncopate Collective is a collaborative group of diverse 
multidisciplinary artists that aims to provide a safe, 

supportive, and experimental environment for 
professional dance artists to share their creations with 

the community at large. Our primary mission is to forge a 
unifying identity in this unique city by coalescing the 

various crafts of professional dancers, choreographers, 
and filmmakers. With creation and collaboration at the 
forefront of our purpose, Sanctuary of the Arts is our 

homebase. We curate distinct performances and weekly 
open classes for all levels offered to the community.  

Through live performance, film, and open classes, we aim 
to inspire future generations to view Miami as a place for 

artistic development and enrichment.

With tremendous thanks to the many 
individuals and organizations who 

have made Miami Dances possible!

Supported by the State of Florida, Department of State, 
Division of Arts and Culture, the Florida Council on Arts and 

Culture, and the National Endowment for the Arts, the 
Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs and the 
Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County Mayor and 

Board of County Commissioners. 
 

Fantasy Theatre Factory at the Sandrell Rivers Theater 
presents Cultural Arts Partnership (CAP). CAP seeks to 

form unique, program-driven partnerships with emerging 
and established cultural organizations or artists dedicated 

to the creation and presentation of innovative, thought-
provoking, diverse, and/or new artistic work (theatre, 
dance, music, art, multidisciplinary) to be part of our 

season of the arts at the Sandrell Rivers Theater. 
 

It is our policy to comply with all of the requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. To request materials in 

accessible format, and/or any accommodation to attend 
any Fantasy Theatre Factory event, please contact Evelyn 

Sullivan, 305-284-8800, evelyn@ftfshows.com, at least five 
(5) days in advance to initiate your request, TTY users may 

also call 711 (Florida Relay Service).

Click here to fill out a quick survey 
about our performances →

http://www.artsballettheatre.org
http://www.balletflamencolarosa.com
http://balletverobeach.org
http://www.carnevivadancetheatre.com
http://www.claritafilgueiras.com
http://www.dancenowmiami.org
http://www.dimensionsdancemia.com
http://www.verzolaballet.com
http://www.karenpetersondancers.org
http://www.pioneerwinter.com
http://www.rtwdance.com
http://www.reshmadanse.com
http://www.syncopatecollective.com
https://forms.gle/YLUNGtWP5EwNc65h6
https://forms.gle/YLUNGtWP5EwNc65h6
https://forms.gle/1QGdTmUxqbHsAtXv5

